PASTOR’S PONDERINGS. ..

A5 a new month begins, we are stll celebrating Easter waiting
to see if the “Stay at Home™ Policy will be relaced or extended. %o,
I want to share with all of wou vy Easter Homily . If 1were o give it
atitle, |would call it, “Easter is here to stayl”

We were fold that we cannot celebrate Easter this vear! v one
sense this is frue because we cannot celebrate it in g rormal waw ar
i the wiqu that we gre used to oelebrating it for vears — in church
wiith e famile of God ard the cormmunity of belisvers. But Easter
iz here grd ot even g pardernic oan change that realibe

Witk the first Easter, the apostles had fo learn and understand
the Soripture thatdesus had to fise from the dead. A “rew rormal”
wias giver to thermn and in thelr astonishiment fear and dishelief,
they had fo leam it, qocept i, believe it and share it
S0, foo, everny vear when Egster comes and A
expecially  this vear when we are
behind dlosed doors, and the fear )
of dving ard death surrownds
s, Easter challenges ws fo
keep leqming,
understanding, and
withessing  ho owhat it
means o be gw Eqster
people, what it means ho
be the children of God.

W st celebrgte it ahd
keep celebrating it alwaus
as best as we are able, ,

The first Easter met the
disciples  with  astorisheent and
fear. Frowm the angelic messenger at the
torb ard Jesus kimself fo the women, the
Fressage wias rot fo be afraid becquse there is q Thew
ponmral © o Dav gfter dav, thew were confronted with the world of
Food Friday. v their humanness, iFwas orle dght for these bo cling
to this world,  The rsen Christ wants to free them from their
slavens, He wants them to let go and live in the reality of Easter
and it s Easter life and the life of the resurrection that dairms them
Fron Far all & ke rrit

Don't eling fo the world a5 vouw want it o be, work for the
prosvised kingdorm that God deseribes. Don't ding o the pressures
aof achieverment and the skress of success, work for the provised
kingdorn where kindress and humility and gertleress count for

more. Donr't cling
to the hatred that

reside s deep
withivg,  waork  for
the o prised
kingdarm  where
there is  neither
dewe mor Freek,
slave  wor  free,

mvale wor fernale, Dow't cling fo the mentality that winner fakes all

of wehat's i it for me or charity is only when it feels good, work for

the Promised Kingdom where vou rejoice with those who rejoice

and weep with those who weep and suffer with those who suffer.

Dot cling o the necessity of violence, work for

the promised kingdosn where  strength

covnes bo those who are weak and

secunity,  power,  brust, hope,

meroy, forgiveness, justice and

peace codve from God alone

throwgh Gods Fon who

rose fromm the dead and
i their Spint,

Eqster is here o shaw,
Death wo lovger has the
fral word over s We
foust live din this weorld,
but we are of another
wiorld,  Wie san no longer
experierce  dwing and  death
withowt hearing,  “alleluia Jdesus
Christ is rsern! Alleluia, Jdesus Christ s
rizen! Share the vichond! Share the Yictoned!
We can leave owr Good Fridav world and celebrate and
live ivy the reqlity of Easter in anv Hme, situation ard place. thdeed,
wie st We qre God's childrern, saved and redesmed. Alleluia is
aur sorg o aivd Forever Anven. Alleluig!! alleluigl! allelsial!

Wihether we can gather again in public or if we must stay in
our homes, Easter is alwars here for us. We must keep learning,
understanding, witnessing and celebrating what it means to be an
Easter people and find ways to do it. Do not be afraid, lesus Christ
iz risen just like he said. Happy Easter everyonel

~~ Fr. Jim

L]
S5t. Leo’s Pru',fer Wall i:- place where all, re gardle ss of age, race or creed, are invited to sing God's praises, give Him thanks,

andf/or call upon His presence far help in times of need. The wall, a place of praver for all peoples (much like the Wailing wWall in
lerusalemn), captures the faces of the community, as well as peacemakers and saints whao have inspired us through the ages

The wall is a place for staff and wolunteers, youth groups, community meetings, and for individuals who pass through our
parking lot on the way to work, school, etc, to pray, reflect and pause. We invite wvou to share in this
[ S o il way of praver, jov, and thanksgiving, Praise God! God cares about every need in your life
¥ and knows what vou need even before wou ask Him for help. Qur 5t Leo the Great parish
community promisesto rememberyou in our private praver, aswell as in our communal praver, which
is to SEy that W are praving for vl all the tirne.

All praver requests are held in strictest confidence. Send your prayer request to: Saint Leo
S the Great Church, 2573 Saint Leo Place, Cincinnat, ©H 45225, You can also submit vour praver
request anline at http: ffsaint- le o orksoffde oy /Prave fval Ministrye aspe .




